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(54) EXPOSURE TIME CONTROL METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To compensate an error in an exposure 
time caused by a delay characteristic by making the 
timing of the shutter opening action of an element 
shutter function be corresponding to the delay 
characteristic associated with the closing action of a 
mechanical shutter. 

CONSTITUTION: Assuming that a time to give an 
exposure amount equal to an excessive exposure 
amount caused by mechanical shutter 3 to an 
element shutter to be or, and the level of the incident 
light to an image pickup element 1 1 to be A , the 
excessive exposure amount OL can be obtained from 
an expression I. When an electronic camera switch is 
turned on, a system control circuit 10 on the body 1- 
side, receives an 0L -value corresponding to each 
diaphragm value from a ROM 7, and operate an 
output from a photometric element 20 to determine a 
diaphragm value. Later, when a release switch is 
turned on, a diaphragm 4 is narrowed to reach the 

determined diaphragm value, and the integration in direct photometry is started, however, the 
starting is delayed for the time equal value OL corresponding to the diaphragm value obtained 
by the expression I after the starting time tO of the integrating period of the direct 
photometry. Later, at a point of time t1, a shutter-open instruction pulse is generated to 
start start the exposure by the element shutter, and an actual exposure can be obtained by 
conversion calculation. 
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